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 Principles of Managing Outbreaks of COVID-19 in SEND Settings  

 

COVID-19 continues to be a virus that we learn to live with, and the imperative is to reduce 

the disruption to children and young people’s education.  

Baseline Measures for reducing transmission in SEND settings are set out in the 

operational guidance (Updated February 2022). Recommendations for Asymptomatic testing 

in SEND settings can be found here. Guidance for people with COVID-19 and their contacts 

can be found here (Updated 7th March 2022). It includes information about how to safely 

reduce the 10-day period of isolation. 

How to Safely return to normal routine before 10 days 

 

If your day 5 LFD test result is positive, you can continue taking LFD tests until you receive 2 consecutive 

negative test results. 

Note: You can decide to not allow a pupil that is a suspected / confirmed case to attend the 

setting if necessary, to protect other pupils.  

The contingency framework (Updated February 2022) describes the principles of managing 

local outbreaks of coronavirus (COVID-19) (including responding to variants of concern) in 

education and childcare settings. 

Step-up Measures are aimed at further reducing transmission in schools and should only 

ever be considered as a last resort, kept to the smallest group possible and for the shortest 

period possible. For most settings it will make sense to consider taking extra action if they 

face severe operational disruption to face-to-face education. This includes: 

• a higher than previously experienced and/or rapidly increasing number of staff or 

student absences due to COVID-19 infection. There is no need to contact the cell 

unless you require advice / support. 

• evidence of severe disease due to COVID-19, for example if a pupil, student, child or 

staff member is admitted to hospital due to COVID-19. If this happens please contact 

the Health Protection Cell on 01743251234 or by emailing 

shropshirepublichealth@shropshire.gov.uk  

• a cluster of cases where there are concerns about the health needs of vulnerable 

staff or students within the affected group. Contact Health Protection Cell for advice if 

required. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/rapid-asymptomatic-testing-in-specialist-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings
mailto:shropshirepublichealth@shropshire.gov.uk
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Actions to be considered as part of step-up measures (All / some of these measures 

may be recommended by the Health Protection Cell): 

• Face coverings may be temporarily exceptionally advised to be worn in communal 

areas / classrooms by staff.  

• Letter sent to parents and staff (other form of communication can also be used), if 

there has been a rapidly increasing number of positive cases reported in a group that 

mixes closely. The school can order additional LFD kits on-line when they have an 

outbreak and additional testing has been recommended. Known contacts may then 

choose to start testing daily with LFD tests.  

• Reinforce clear message to pupils, parents and staff that anyone with symptoms of 

COVID-19 should be advised not attend the setting and that they should also be 

advised to have a PCR and follow Guidance for People with COVID-19 and their 

contacts.  

• Take the opportunity to promote vaccine uptake in staff who are not exempt and in 

pupils who are eligible for vaccination. 

• Attendance restrictions (including a move to on-line learning) should only ever be 

considered as a last resort (e.g., operational issues due to staffing levels). Please 

email Shropshirepublichealth@shropshire.gov.uk  and cc 

Steve.compton@shropshire.gov.uk to update us about any attendance restrictions 

that have been introduced. If attendance restrictions are required, then priority should 

be given to vulnerable children and young people and children of critical workers. 

Consider Limiting: 

• residential educational visits 

• open days 

• transition or taster days 

• parental attendance in settings 

• live performances in settings 

All measures should be kept under regular review and lifted as soon as the evidence 

supports doing so. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts
mailto:Shropshirepublichealth@shropshire.gov.uk
mailto:Steve.compton@shropshire.gov.uk

