
P r i n c i p a l ' s  M e s s a g e  
Good afternoon parents and carers 
 
We are now officially halfway through the academic year and it has certainly been half a 
year of development and progress at Severndale.   Some of these developments will be 
more visible next year for example play ground development and changes in classrooms 
but since September we have introduced a new curriculum, our new Severndale             
progression steps assessment, piloted some new ways of sharing information with parents 
and carers and developing the website. This has been against the background of a national 
pandemic and I would like to thank parents and carers for all your support and also the 
staff team for the commitment and effort in moving Severndale forward.   
 
Parent Questionnaire Findings 
Many thanks to all those parents who completed the parent questionnaire. When we  
completed the first questionnaire in October we received 47 responses and am pleased to 

say that our latest questionnaire totalled 163 responses.   This is fantastic as it allows us to really gain the views of a wide 
selection of parents at Severndale.   
 
It has been really heartening to see that there is an overwhelmingly positive response to all questions on the                
questionnaire, particularly responses reporting 'all of the time' and 'most of the time'. In saying this there were still      
responses in the 'not really' and a small minority in the 'never' section.  It would be really helpful to me to request that if 
parents did respond to any questions with 'not really' or 'never' then I would be happy to speak to you more about how 
we can address any issues to make things better. 
 
The headline information is that parents value school and you feel that Severndale is a safe place.  However, we do have 
work to do in communicating better with parents and also ensuring that expectations of pupils are as high as they can 
be.  We will start work on this after half term and I am really pleased to say that if the national restrictions are reduced or 
removed we can finally begin to get parents and carers back in the building to join in activities within the classrooms.  I 
know this is something that you all feel very passionate about. 
 
Events coming up after half term 
We have quite a few whole school events happening after half term and our first one is World Book Day and we would 
encourage everybody (if they are happy to) to dress as a character from a book. The date for this is Thursday 3rd March 
2022. 
 
We then have Careers Week which is happening on the week beginning Monday 8th March and Liz, Karen, and the team 
have produced a good timetable of activities that will enable all areas of the school to access information about            
careers.  In Severndale when we talk about careers, we look at future destinations for our pupils and the pathways the 
pupils may take to achieve them.  This means that our careers programme is much wider than just looking at jobs.  
 
We also have on loan a metal giraffe from the British Ironworks Centre.  This is placed in key areas around Shropshire to 
promote recycling and over a two week period we need to try and fill the giraffe with as many plastic bottle tops as we 
can.  I know one young person in the school has already collected lots of these bottle tops by going around her local    
community and getting them from friends and neighbours.     
 
Finally we have Red Nose Day on Friday March 18th and we would like to ask pupils to come in wearing red and if         
possible bring your noses and other red nose attire. 
 
Storm Eunice 
As I am writing this I can see outside and every now and again I hear a gust coming through but I’m pleased we have    
remained open today where many of the schools have closed. Unfortunately our Mary Webb site was one of the schools 
are closed and I would like to thank parents and carers for their support as this was 
announced late last night.  
Continued ... 
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Stone Age Times!  
 
S5 have created cave paintings in their class room, and an amazing display including a fire!  The  
students drew in the dark with the aid of torches for a real authentic experience and have been working on the 
project throughout this half term.  What an amazing job! Well done. 
 

 
 

P r i n c i p a l ' s  M e s s a g e  C o n t i n u e d   
 

Covid Update 
We are still waiting to hear what the government are going to say about restrictions from March onwards but there is a 
lot of talk in the media about restrictions being reduced.  We will however maintain our restrictions in school, that is 
wearing masks in communal areas, maintaining good hand hygiene and social distance in where we can until the        
government issues further guidance. We know the data highlights that young people with SEN are a more vulnerable 
group and so we will continue to keep Severndale pupils as safe as possible until the guidance changes.  Unfortunately, 
Once again, we have had to close some classes this week for a short period of time due to staff absence and I thank  
parents for their understanding in these challenging times.   We are optimistic that with the half term break we can  
return to a more normal school routine for all. 
 
Shrewsbury Town in the Community 
Please see page six of the newsletter about the Shrewsbury Town in the Community fun run.  There is a special 600   
metre fun run as part of this event that they would like as many special needs young people to participate in. 
 
Dr Gill Eatough’s Letter 
I have also attached a letter from Dr Gill Eatough which announces her decision to retire as CEO of the Learning            
Community Trust in the next academic year.  Gill has been an amazing support for Severndale since the Learning      
Community Trust came in to Severndale in February 2021.  Gill will be missed by staff and also pupils as she regularly 
visits the classrooms on her weekly visits to the academy.  We will continue to work with Gill until she retires  but I 
would like to take this opportunity to wish her well in retirement and I know that she will go on to enjoy her other    
passions away from education including mountaineering, exploring, skiing and almost any other extreme form of 
sporting activity you can wish for. 
 
It only leaves me now to wish all of our families a pleasant and restful half term holiday and we will look forward to   
welcoming al of our pupils back on Monday 28th February 2022.   
 
Brian  



Futures  Focus  
 
Following on from last weeks sessions around 'Mood & Food' students have continued to look at healthy            
alternatives to support their mental wellness. Futures have been looking at 'Hydration' and how this effects our 
bodies, this week students have made 'fruit water' , looking at the different nutrition of varies fruit and how they 
can help us. 
 
 
 

FOS Disco Success  and More Planned  

FOS was delighted to host its Family Disco for the first time in over two 
years. We had over 100 attendees, and families came from all over the  
county, many having never been to a FOS event before. Whilst FOS doesn’t 
aim to make any money on the disco – our main aim for that event is to 
bring all our  Severndale families together socially - we’re pleased to report 
that some serious pizza and cake was consumed and we made £224! 
  
 
FOS Charity Golf Day 
Shrewsbury Golf Club – Friday 20th May 2022 
Raising funds for an Interactive Light Room at school. 
Please contact friendsofseverndalegolf@gmail.com for more information 
about booking teams; sponsorship of 
holes and advertising in the event 
programme. 
  
 
FOS Queen’s Jubilee Picnic 
Severndale Specialist Academy –   
Saturday 21st May 2022 2-4pm 
A social event for families of      
Severndale students.  Bring your own 
picnic and chairs, and enjoy an    
afternoon with other Severndale  
families to celebrate the Queen’s  
Jubilee. 
  
Coffee Mornings 
Parent-carer coffee mornings at Stop. Cafe (on Greyfriar’s Bridge, Coleham, Shrewsbury) are on the first Friday of 
every month, 10am.  (4.3.22; 1.4.22; 6.5.22; nothing in June half term; 1.7.22).  There won’t always be someone 
from FOS there but the fixture will hopefully provide an informal get-together with other parent-carers.   



Mar y Webb Fi rs t  Aid  

Mary Webb students have been learning life saving skills this week! 
 
During their PSHE sessions they have 
been learning all about first aid.  This 
week students from have been learning 
how to help someone who is           
choking.  They learnt how to do back 
blows and abdominal thrusts as well as 
chest compressions during CPR. 
 
The students found the session really 
useful!  Good job Mary Webb!  

P5 Spar  Shop Vis i t  

P5 walked to the shop on this week as a way to explore the community outside of school and practice their        
independence skills. They all had a great time, and they especially loved the downpour of rain on the way back to 
school! There were lots of smiles and all the children were so sensible when walking near roads and exploring the 
shop with the staff team.  Well done P5! 
 
 

Free School  Meal  Vouchers  
 
Supermarket vouchers are being sent out to families of students   
eligible for benefits related Free School Meals to  cover the period of 
February Half Term. These will be sent using Edenred as we have 
done over previous holidays.  
 
Please keep an eye out for their emails and check your junk/spam 
folder if you haven't received anything. If you have any questions 
please contact your class teacher.  



The Hub Stor ies  and Valent ines  Day Celebra t ions  
Students in the hub have had a very busy half term, they have been enjoying 
a sensory story version of Jack and the Beanstalk  and Georges Marvellous 
Medicine as part of their sensory stories during My Communication lessons.   
 
They have been planting beans as part of My Creativity lessons and on 14 
February children had made heart mobiles which were hung along with bal-
loons. Children enjoyed moving to music in their Wheelchairs supported by 
staff.   
 
During my Body sessions they had lots of fun rolling balls around the hall and 
down guttering .  During our assembly on kindness they  decorated bright 
yellow sun templates and the staff chose a positive affirmation heart with a 
sentence saying something special each child. 

 

 

Bot t le  Tops  Wanted!  

We need to keep collecting bottle tops ready to fill up the Giraffe!  So over half 
term please put them to one side and bring them into school afterwards! We 
can’t wait to see how many you bring in!! 



SHREWSABILITY 600m FUN RUN  
  
On Sunday 13th March Shrewsbury Town will be hosting their annual ShrewsAbility Fun 
run! This 600m route will be taking place at the Quarry Park Shrewsbury and will be a   
fantastic opportunity for all to get involved and be a part of an incredible day.  
 
Partnering with Hatfield’s Shrewsbury 10K, this event brings a disability accessible run to 
Shrewsbury that promises to provide a fantastic atmosphere. 
 
On arrival, runners will be given a branded ShrewsAbility T-Shirt and get ready to set off 
on the 600m fun run at 8:30am. Once the race is complete each runner will receive a    
certificate and medal to congratulate them on their great achievement.  
 
As this is a fundraising event, we will be asking each runner to fundraise a minimum of £50. To help reward those 
who go above and beyond to raise funds for Shrewsbury Town in 
the Community, we have put together a bunch of prizes to give 
away.  
 
For £50 raised you will receive. 
ShrewsAbility Tshirt  
Medal 
Certificate  
2 x STFC home tickets.  
 
For £100 raised you will receive. 
All above PLUS a signed Shrewsbury Town Squad picture.  
 
For £200 raised.  
All above PLUS the opportunity to be a Flag bearer at a Shrewsbury Town FC home game.   
 
For the individual who most raises the most amount of money for Shrewsbury Town in the Community you will 
receive all of the above and a signed Shrewsbury Town FC item!  

 
 
25 Years of  Wor ld Book Day  

 
This year we’re celebrating 25 Years of World Book Day on Thursday 3 
March 2022.  Please dress up as your    favourite Roald Dahl character 
for the day.  We’ll look forward to showing you all the pictures. Watch 
this space! 
 



What’s happening this term! 
 
Last Day of half term Friday 18 February 2022 
First Day after half term Monday  28  February 2022 
Thursday 3 March 2022 World Book Day 
Friday 18 March 2022 Red Nose Day 

Contact us on:  
maria.whittaker@severndaleacademy.co.uk 
01743 563287 

 
Our  New Websi te  
 
Take a look at our new website at: 
 
www.severndaleacademy.co.uk 
 
We are adding new information every 
week 

Staf f  Spot l ight  

 
This weeks “Staff Spotlight” section is focusing on and all about 
Emma… 
 
Name:     Emma Stone  
Job:  Senior ICT Technician  
 
What does this involve? 
I support the whole school (staff and students) around our three 
sites with their IT issues and requests.  
 
What do I enjoy outside of school? 
I enjoy walking, cycling, Mountain Biking and motorcycling, anything a bit different and outdoors.  
 
Please tell us something interesting about you? 
I am a member of the Army Reserves currently serving in the Royal Wessex Yeomanry which is the 
only Army Reserve regiment to work with Tanks.  I am a trained tank gunner and loader and will be 
completing my drivers course this year to become full crewman.  I am also a member of the Army  
Motorcycle Road Racing Team and have recently come back from 5 days in Spain doing winter testing. 
I love tanks and bikes! 
 
Here you can meet the staff in our newsletter and this will allow everyone to find out more about the 
people who work at Severndale.   

http://www.severndaleacademy.co.uk

