
P r i n c i p a l ' s  M e s s a g e  
Dear parents and carers 
 

Hope you are all well. This week we have had our usual busy week plus on Tuesday classes 
were focusing on 'Online safety' as part of a 'National Online Safety Day'.  We are also     
nearing the end of our first half term delivering the new pre formal and semi formal          
curriculum and our work on 'Once upon a time' in lower school and 'Roald Dahl' in Secondary 
is very visible around the academy.   
 

Covid Update 
We are definitely mirroring the national trend as our Covid rates in school are decreasing. 
This is a really positive sign and our attendance for this week is better than in previous 
weeks. This is brilliant and hopefully a sign that we are returning to more normality.  Despite 
this once again I have to thank the parents of a few classes where the staffing levels have 
been very low and classes needed to be closed just for one day.   
 

Family Liaison Officer Welcome Coffee 
We would like to officially welcome Debbie South to our team.  Debbie is our new family 

liaison officer and comes to Severndale with a wealth of experience in education and working with families.  Debbie has 
worked across London and the South East in some really challenging schools but is originally from Shropshire and more      
recently has worked in Shropshire with a clear family focus.  Debbie will no doubt be getting to know as many families as she 
can and will become link between the academy, parents and carers and other external agencies.  
 

Next Friday we would like to invite parents and carers to meet Debbie and come in for a 20 minute tea/coffee and biscuit 
from 9:00am.  This is also the first step in looking at how we begin to include parents and carers into the life of Severndale 
again and provide opportunities to get people into the building safely.   
 

PLEASE NOTE - If you are keen to come in to meet Debbie then please could you let us know in advance by emailing us 
at admin@severndaleacademy.co.uk 
 

This event will take place in our family room (directly accessible from outside and therefore no moving through corridors) 
and so we may need to apply timings to ensure we can be Covid safe as there is a limit on numbers in the room.  
 

Parent Questionnaire 
As mentioned in last weeks newsletter it would be great to get more feedback from parents and carers.   We are now halfway 
through the school year and I think it’s really important that we get your views on how you think things are improving and 
also how you think things could be better. The questionnaire should only take five minutes maximum unless you wish to write 
more information in the comment section which will obviously help us to add more detail to your answers. I will then do a 
short summary of the survey responses in next weeks newsletter. You can find the link to the questionnaire here…   
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/MLPMJ2V 
 

It would be great to hear from as many parents and carers as possible and gain a wide selection of responses from parents 
and carers of Severndale pupils from all areas of the academy. 
 

Playground development 
A number of parents have contacted me to discuss the playgrounds and how they can be more exciting and motivating. I   
totally agree with the fact that we do need to invest in the playgrounds and we are now beginning to get companies to come 
in and provide quotes.  This will involve digging up areas of the playground and so the work can only really happen in the  
summer holidays to ensure pupil safety.  I will keep you updated with developments related to this but wanted to inform  
parents that this will be happening.  
 

Free School Meal Update 
Please see page 2 for some additional information relating to FSM vouchers over the February half term. 
 

Learning Community Trust Parent Letter  
You will have received a letter today from the Learning Community Trust from Dr Gill Eatough - CEO of the trust.  This is in 
addition to our Severndale newsletter and provides an update about the ongoing work that involving the trust.  
 

As always may I wish you a pleasant weekend and we will look forward to seeing all of our pupils returning on Monday. 
 

Brian  
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Our Food Bank is  Here  for  You!  

With half term coming up it can be difficult for families to have      
provide extra meals for their children whilst they are home from 
school.  If you would like to access our food bank and have a food box 
sent home to you then contact your child’s class  teacher or contact  
reception on 01743 563333. If you could let us know by  Wednesday 
and we then send them home with the students on a Friday.   

 
Our staff have been busy 
getting this weeks boxes 
ready, we send several out 
every week, please get in 
touch if you would like to use 
this service. 
 
Another amazing poster from 
our students in S3 this week. 
 
Also if you would like to make 
any donations to our food 
bank please send them in we 
will definitely make use of 
them.  Thank you for your 
help.    

The Gi raf fe  Has Ar r ived !  

We need everybody's help with collecting plastic bottle 
tops.  We are taking part in the British Ironworks Centre 
school bottle top challenge and are hosting one of their 
Giraffes! The aim is to fill it with plastic bottle tops.  
 
Sixth Form students have been busy designing posters and 
decorating boxes which can be found around the school. 
You can also send in bottle tops with your children or drop 
off with Monika in the bike park.  
 
Please ask relatives and friends to collect theirs. This is a 
great way for our students to learn about recycling and if 

we collect the most, we 
will receive a trophy!   
 
A massive thank you to 
Isabelle who has already collected two large bags full of bottle tops. Well Done 
everyone, let’s see if we can win a trophy!!!   
 
If you would like more information on the project please go to:  https://
www.britishironworkcentre.co.uk/schools-and-community-programmes/national
-school-recycling-project#:~:text=We%20have%20created%20six%
20colourful,the%20list%20of%20endangered%20species. 

Free School  Meal   

Vouchers  
 
Next week supermarket vouchers will be 
sent out to families of students eligible 
for benefits related Free School Meals to 
cover the period of February Half Term. 
These will be sent using Edenred as we 
have done over previous holidays.  
 
Please keep an eye out for their emails 
and check your junk/spam folder if you 
haven't received     anything. If you have 
any questions please contact your class 
teacher.  



Futur es  Focus  
 
This week marks the end of this half terms 

educational visits out to local shops and  

services. In lessons this week the students 

have played ‘Bullseye’ the popular 90’s TV 

show . They  hit the dart board and the 

number they hit related to a question 

about what they have learnt this term. 

Needless to say staff and students enjoyed 

themselves and had a good dance to the 

Bullseye theme song …..'You can't beat a bit of Bully!'  

 

Employability students practiced their phone skills in a job that saw 

them recording down pizza orders for the ‘Futures Pizzeria’ . They then 

practiced their pizza making  and demonstrated their excellent listening 

and communication skills . Only one down side….we couldn't eat the pizza’s afterwards .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Mental Health Awareness Week students have taken 

part in some 'Well Being ' sessions where we have         

discussed 'Food & Mood' and how different foods have an 

impact on both or bodies and our minds.  Students have 

been making ' fruit Kebabs' and identifying how different 

foods make us feel. 

 

Students have been looking at being safe when using the 

internet for 'Safer Internet Day' and have enjoyed thinking 

about ways to stay safe when using online games as well 

as how to have positive relationships with friends online. 

Students created posters after doing group work around 

how they feel about using the internet and discussing 

some of the ways to keep themselves safe. 

 
 
 



Safer  In ternet  Day  

This week students across the Academy have 
been learning about how to use the Internet 
safely as part of Safer Internet Day.  The theme 
this year is; All fun and games? Exploring respect 
and relationships online.  Students have been 
learning about the potential dangers when 
chatting online whilst playing games.  
 
Some students have enjoyed reading stories 
about characters who may not have made the 
best  choices when using the internet, they have        
enjoyed showing the characters more positive 
choices to stay safe online. In S10 students wrote 
messages using a word processor to send to 
their parents and carers. For many of our        
students the focus has been on making sure that 
behaviour online mirrors behaviour at home and 
school. We try to be kind at all times.  

Dance Sess ions  

Our Formal students have been taking part in dance, 
movement and drama sessions with Stagecoach           
Shrewsbury a dance and drama company for young     
people.   
 
They have been enjoying new moves including the 
Charleston!! They were very enthusiastic and jumped, 
twirled and galloped across our drama studio before       
finishing off with all the faces and fun of a Charleston. 

 
 



Go Kar ts,  Bikes and Goggles !  

P8 have enjoyed getting out on the go karts and bikes this week. They 
learnt about how to stay safe on the different bikes and followed      
instructions to stop and go with support.   
 
They have also enjoyed getting 
their heads underwater with 
goggles and working together as 
a team to move around in the 
water. 

Plants  Around Us  

S1 have been taking a lesson from David Attenborough’s Green Plant and looking at the world around us!  The    
pupils have been labelling plants and looking at which insects might go into each one.  One of the children in class   
actually went on to plant a new hedgerow at home.  They will all be looking in their gardens this weekend at all the 
insects that are around and about to see which plants they are on.  

 



Last  Cal l  for  the FOS Fami ly  Disco  

If you are interested in the FOS Family Disco get in touch! 

EYFS Careers  

 
Early years students have been role playing different 
jobs that you can do when you grow up. This week it 
was the medical profession!  Our admin staff were 
very happy as always to see the students. 

25 Years of  Wor ld Book Day  

 
This year we’re celebrating 25 Years of World Book Day 
on Thursday 3 March 2022.  Please dress up as your    
favourite Roald Dahl character for the day.  We’ll look 
forward to showing you all the pictures. Watch this 
space! 

 



What’s happening this term! 
 
Last Day of half term Friday 18 February 2022 
First Day after half term Monday  28  February 2022 
Thursday 3 March 2022 World Book Day 
Friday 18 March 2022 Red Nose Day 

Contact us on:  
maria.whittaker@severndaleacademy.co.uk 
01743 563287 

 
Our  New Webs i te  
 
Take a look at our new website at: 
 
www.severndaleacademy.co.uk 
 
We are adding new information every 
week 

Staf f  Spot l ight  

 
This weeks “Staff Spotlight” section is focusing on 
and all about Vicky… 
 
Name:     Vicky McNamara  
Job:  Teacher   
 
 
What does this involve? 
Teaching the pupils in a fun innovative way and 
ensuring each individual pupil learns to the very 
best of their capabilities.  I also support my team. 
 
What do I enjoy outside of school? 
Family time is important to me and I love taking my son to his football training sessions and watching 
him play. I also like long walks and watching movies with my family. 
 
Please tell us something interesting about you? 
I once did a bungee jump in a disco ball for charity. 
 
Here you can meet the staff in our newsletter and this will allow everyone to find out more about the 
people who work at Severndale.   

http://www.severndaleacademy.co.uk

