
P r i n c i p a l ' s  M e s s a g e  
 

Good afternoon parents and carers  
 

Welcome to this weeks newsletter once again as you can see by the photographs we 
have had another busy week at Severndale. Once again we have had a few limited class 
closures due to staff absence but I am genuinely optimistic that we are moving to a time 
of more normality. Despite this it is always brilliant to see our pupil attendance  is at 
88% (nationally it is 82% in special schools.).  This is something that we should all be 
proud of and I thank parents and carers for your continued support. 
 

This week we had a visit from councillor David Vasmer. David is the local councillor for 
Underdale and shares our concerns about the roads around the school.  David is also a 
keen advocate for Severndale.  This is a conversation we have been having with Shrop-
shire local council for a number of years and hopefully with David’s support it might 
mean that there could be some changes that will make the entrance and exit times on 
the campus much safer. 

 

British Ironwork Centre Giraffe 
For two weeks starting on March 7 we are pleased that we have been chosen to host one of the British Ironwork       
centres colourful metal giraffes. These giraffes are moving around Shropshire and beyond with the intention of          
promoting recycling and the aim for hosting the giraffe is that we fill it with as many plastic bottle tops that we can get. 
We will share more information about this but it would be great if parents and carers could begin hoarding plastic bottle 
tops because I would like Severndale to try and beat the record for the most bottle tops in the giraffe. 
 

Parent survey 
I can’t believe that we are almost halfway through the school year and as I said when I joined I am still always keen to 
hear from parents and carers and gain your views on what we are doing it Severndale.  Next week I will be sending out a 
link to the parent survey that you did at the start of the year so you can have a chance to complete it again and we can 
see if we are becoming better and also what we need to continue to work on. I will add a few more specific questions 
about things that we have already implemented but I will hope to be able to get the results back and then share the 
outcomes with you the following Friday as we break up for half term. 
 

Amendment to the academic calendar 2022/23 
Two weeks ago we shared next years academic calendar and it included a training day 
on the 31st of March. This was an error  as this day is not a training day, it is a day 
when pupils will be in school and learning. Apologies for this error. 
 

This week I really enjoyed going in and out of classrooms and seeing some of the     
fabulous work that is happening around the building. Yesterday I spent the day with a 
head teacher colleague who also came round and commented on how the relation-
ships between staff and pupils are so developed and purposeful in the academy. I am 
lucky because I see this on a daily basis but when I look at the photographs on the 
newsletter it always remind me how fantastic our pupils and staff  are. Please remem-
ber towards the back of the newsletter there is our new ‘meet the staff ‘ section 
where we are trying to showcase some of the staff in the school who you may not be 
aware are even in the building. As with everything we do we are always… Enabling 
communication, independence and enjoyment for life. 
 

I wish you a pleasant weekend and hope you enjoy the rest of this weeks newsletter. 
Brian 
 
Please look in the newsletter for some events that are happening soon to raise 
money for charity and also give us a  reason to dress up!!  
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Severndale  @ Mary Webb’s  Luncht ime Spor ts  C lub  

 
The students have enjoyed participating in their 
Thursday lunchtime sports club and have been 
developing their in game skills used within     
football such as passing, dribbling and shooting.   
 
The idea of the club is to help improve social 
skills, increase friendships and to improve the 
overall confidence  within our students.   Well 
done everyone for taking part! 

Dance Prac t i ce  

Some of our formal and semi formal departments will be 
taking part in Shrewsburys Gotta Dance on 8th March   
at Theatre Severn.  They last took part in this event two 
years ago and are very excited to go back again!  
 
Students comments were: 
 
Liam said, “We have missed the dance shows and i have 
really missed dancing with my friends. I feel really happy 
when dancing and representing the school it makes my 
parents feel proud."  
Isabelle said "It's my first year dancing and make me 
happy to be with my friends, I can't wait for my parents 
to watch me I think they will feel happy." 
 
Their tutor Nathan said  "Students have worked hard 
every rehearsal we have done, students have given so 
much determination and  their everything each time we 
practice. It is very comforting to get students inputs into 
different moves, one song in the show is just made up 
from student moves which give students a real sense of 
purpose".  
 
Tickets and further information can be found on Theatre 
Severn website and we hope to see you all at the show.  
We can’t wait to see the show! 



Futur es  Focus  
 
Students have been getting the beds ready for the 
spring , weeding  and  raking ready to plant celery, 
onions, coriander and a variety of other fresh        
produce. Very enjoyable work while the weather is 
fine and dry. Some of our employability students also 
help with jobs that need doing in around Futures 
such as cleaning and clearing out the sheds. They 
have also successfully made a pergola from            
instructions that they were given. 
 
Some students used Chinese writing techniques to 
write their names in Chinese. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With valentines day around the  
corner students have been working on 
making a selection of handmade 
gifts for their loved ones. 
 
In the independence pathway     
students are continuing to get out 
and about shopping for different 
everyday items they may need to look after themselves and their 
home. They have been building their confidence to pay for items using 
money and bank cards, talking to unfamiliar people in the community 
by asking for help in the 
shops when we need 
they and of course 
treating themselves to a 
meal on their travels.  
 
 
 



Safer  In ternet  Day  

In last weeks newsletter we attached information regarding 
Safer Internet Day, where we will be joining schools and youth 
settings across the UK in celebrating Safer Internet Day 2022. 
 
Safer Internet Day is a global campaign to promote the safe 
and responsible use of technology, which calls on young    
people, parents, carers, teachers, social workers, law            
enforcement, companies, policymakers, and wider, to join 
together in helping to create a better internet.  
 
Using the internet safely and positively is a key message that 
we promote in school, and celebrating Safer Internet Day is a 
great opportunity for us to re-emphasise our online safety 
messages.  
 
This year in the UK, Safer Internet Day explores how students using all things online such as; gaming, chat,           
streaming services and video. Young people are shaping the interactive entertainment spaces they are a part of. 
Safer Internet Day 2022 celebrates young people’s role in creating a safer internet, whether that is whilst gaming 
and creating content, or interacting with their friends and peers. 
 
So watch this space for more information! 

Six th  Form Vis i t  Aspi ra t ions & Go Shopping  

This week some of our sixth form students had a really successful visit 
to Aspirations, which is an adult day service, in Shrewsbury.  The visit took place 
as part of the sixth form students transition days, giving them an insight to      
options outside of Severndale. Students mixed with day users of the service and 
made fruit kebabs, played football and watched a film.  They interacted and tried 
to do things that they would not normally try which was a huge leap into their 
independence for the future. Ben one of the students said, “they made us feel 
really welcome” and  George said “he liked making new friends and seeing old 
friends as well”.    
 
Other sixth form students visited Morrison's and enjoyed fining the items on 
their shopping lists and using the self service checkouts to pay for their items. 



Chinese  New Year  

 
Kung Hei Fat Choy (Happy Chinese New Year), the year of the Tiger! 
 
Our students have been celebrating Chinese New Year in different ways this 
week from making tiger lanterns, writing their names in Chinese, eating noodles, 
feeling sparkly materials.  Some read The Tiger Who Came to Tea which was a 
very sensory story .   
 
Staff even dressed up as tigers to complete the theme.  Our school dinners were 
also inspired by the Chinese culture and there was sweet and sour and fried rice 
on the menu.  The students  have all learnt many new things from these          
amazing sessions. 



FOS Meet  Up  

FOS are organising another Severndale parent / carers meet up  
 
FOS COFFEE MORNING 
Wednesday 9th Feb at 10am 
Stop Coffee shop on the town side of Greyfriars Bridge. 
Meet parent-carers and other members of the school community for coffee and a 
chat! 

P1 Three  L i t t le  P igs  

 
P1 have been looking at and reading the Three Little 
Pigs in class. Students picked from three different 
coloured paints for the colour of their pigs. Then the 
looked at the big bad wolf ad created paw print 
patterns on their paper. 

25 Years of  Wor ld Book Day  

 
This year we’re celebrating 25 Years of World Book Day 
on Thursday 3 March 2022.  Please dress up as your    
favourite Roald Dahl character for the day.  We’ll look 
forward to showing you all the pictures. Watch this 
space! 

 



What’s happening this term! 
 
Last Day of half term Friday 18 February 2022 
First Day after half term Monday  28  February 2022 
Thursday 3 March 2022 World Book Day 
Friday 18 March 2022 Red Nose Day 

Contact us on:  
maria.whittaker@severndaleacademy.co.uk 
01743 563287 

 
Our  New Webs i te  
 
Take a look at our new website at: 
 
www.severndaleacademy.co.uk 
 
We are adding new information every 
week 

Staf f  Spot l ight  

 
This weeks “Staff Spotlight” section is focusing on and all about 
Tracey … 
 
Name:     Tracey Mitchell  
Job:  Teaching Assistant Formal Phase   
 
What does this involve? 
Our main tasks are supporting the students learning  and     
ensuring they enjoy being in school  through effective         
communication, positive praise and lots of encouragement. I 
support the students  during lessons and break times. They say 
that I am “funny, firm but fair” I say they are “super  
extraordinary”. 
 
What do I enjoy outside of school? 
I love walking my dog, completing crosswords and spending quality time with my family. 
 
Please tell us something interesting about you? 
I lived in Portugal for six years. I wear hearing aids and whilst travelling around Canada and the USA I 
got on the wrong aeroplane and ended up in Frankfurt instead of Manchester! 
 
Here you can meet the staff in our newsletter and this will allow everyone to find out more about the 
people who work at Severndale.   

http://www.severndaleacademy.co.uk

