
P r i n c i p a l ' s  M e s s a g e  
 
Good afternoon all 
I hope all of our families are well and still enjoying the weekly school newsletter.  I am pleased to 
say that it is beginning to develop week by week and there will be more academy and parent   
related information being shared on the newsletter as it grows.  Today we also have our first 
Severndale academy safeguarding update as part of the newsletter and this gives you more      
information on how we keep pupils safeguarded at Severndale.  
 

COVID UPDATE 
It appears that at present we cannot send out a weekly newsletter without there being a change 

to the local Covid guidance and once again this week is no different!  Here is the latest update from the local           
authority… 
 

“Due to the widespread community transmission across the county resulting in a rising number of outbreaks, particu-
larly in school settings, the following are recommended proportionate measures for schools to consider based on the 
evidence of transmission currently in our schools.” 
 

These ‘recommended proportionate measures’ refer to us making a decision related to  mask wearing, reintroduction 
of bubbles, restricting of site visits etc.  At present we are happy with the restrictions that are currently in place and 
know that Severndale cases are very low compared with other schools.  In saying this it is important to make families 
aware that if cases do begin to rise in school (hopefully they will not) we do have the authority to reintroduce more 
stringent restrictions.   
 

I do have to say though that a significant positive change recently is the decision to acknowledge that the best way to 
manage Covid within schools is to allow school leaders and governing bodies to make those local decisions about their 
own settings, rather than being dictated to by local authority or national guidance. Obviously all of our decisions are 
taken in consultation with Public Heath England, but I am pleased to say that they do take on-board the views of the 
academy. 
 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 
I am pleased to say that next week we will be meeting Nathan Jones, SEND manager for Shropshire, where we will 
begin to look at developing future provision plans for the academy.  In addition we are also meeting with PACC to  
really begin to progress our commitment to working with, and supporting Severndale parents.   
 

PARENTS EVENING 
Just a reminder that parents evening is less than two weeks away (OCTOBER 12th).  I would encourage parents that 
due to the time constraints of the meeting, if you have specific issues that you want to discuss, then please let the 
class teacher know in advance of the meeting.  It helps the teacher to understand what your focus is with regards to 
the meeting and makes the conversations much more productive.  Obviously in situations where the issue requires 
more time then we will arrange an additional meeting to discuss.   
 

PARENT SURVEY 
Just a reminder about the parent survey.  So far we have received a number of responses and the survey will be ‘LIVE’ 
until Thursday October 21st.  Please have a look and complete the survey as your information is so important to us in 
our constant drive to become the best academy we can be. https://forms.office.com/r/dGQhzRZZr7 
Finally, may I wish you all a fabulous weekend and as usual I hope you enjoy the photographs below! 
 
Brian  
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Futures  Focus…  
Our Futures students in Horticulture have started to plant their allotment and have been 
giving it a general tidying up.  Catering students enjoyed testing their knowledge on  
personal hygiene in the kitchen, contamination of food and food storage and looking at the 
risks involved.  Customer services students focused on building their skills of  
observation to provide a better service for the customer.  Students undertaking  
independent living  looked at how to take care of their homes and different cleaning and 
maintenance tasks, such as cleaning the bathroom, emptying a hoover and using a  

  hammer and screwdrivers.  

Pastoral  Swimming Sess ions  
 
Our pastoral department 
hold weekly lunchtime 
swimming sessions in the 
hydro pool for mixed   
ability students from 
different classes. New 
friendships are being 
formed and everyone is 
enjoying the relaxation 
that the hydro pool gives. 
They also have a really 
enjoyable time! 

What’s happening this term! 
  
 Monday 4th October School Photos 
 Tuesday 5th October School Photos 

Tuesday 12th October Parents Evening 
Monday 18th October Anti Slavery Day 

Contact us on:  
maria.whittaker@severndaleacademy.co.uk 
01743 563287 

More Budding Bake Of f  Pupi ls…  
 

Once again our amazing pupils have been busy testing 
and tasting their culinary 
skills! This week it has been 
Owl toast in S4.  They have 
made some very creative 
and delicious creations with 
healthy fruit as well.  It’s one 
for you all to try out this 
weekend. 

 

Down’s Syndrome Associa t ion  
The new Down’s Syndrome Association  
newsletter is now out full of stories, news, online 
support and more. See the link below: 
https://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/news/2021/09/ 


