
P r i n c i p a l ' s  M e s s a g e  

 
Hello to all parents and carers and families 
 

I just wanted to start this weeks newsletter by saying thankyou for all your support in my first 
term as Principal of Severndale.  I feel like I have been in post for much longer and have       
managed to meet lots of parents as well as hearing from many of you via email and telephone 
messages.  We will continue to work on developing approaches to communicating better with 
parents and carers in the New Year. 
 

COVID UPDATE 
It has been a very busy term since September and this has been compounded by the continuation of the Covid  
situation and again I wanted to thank parents for your patience and support in taking your child for a PCR test 
when there has been a positive case in the class.  It is appreciated immensely. 
 

With regards to Covid and the Omnicrom strain I am hoping that the situation remains the same throughout 
Christmas and we all return like normal on January 4th.  I am aware however that there is a developing media   
frenzy talking about schools preparing for remote learning in January.  I can categorically state that we are still 
planning to return in January unless the government make a complete U turn on their promise to keep schools 
open.  I know how important Severndale is to all of our families and I will do everything I can to ensure we remain 
open. 
 

If any of our pupils do test positive over the break please can you let your class teacher know via email and they 
will then let me know.  This year the government are clear that it is ‘track and trace’ responsibility to alert close 
contacts whereby in the past school have completed this task and so you will not be receiving any calls relating to 
Covid unless it impacts on the classroom ready for the 4th January. 
 

STAFFING UPDATE 
We are unfortunately having to say goodbye to a number of teaching assistants this term and we wish them all 
good luck in the next phase of their lives be it as they move into new jobs, retire or leave to support  family    
members.  The staff leaving are as follows… 
 

Lynne Graves   Yvonne Alcock 
Klaudia Sumerakova  Sophie Kennedy 
Kerrie Dunderdale 
 

In addition to these changes I am pleased to say that Gareth will now be focusing more on assessment and also 
parent communication and Jess will be focusing more on developing EHCP’s and supporting parents too.  This will 
mean that Laurence will take over the lead role with Semi Formal department and that Paddy will lead with the 
Pre Formal department.  We have also made some additional changes to some classes to ensure that pupils needs 
are being met as well as they can be.  All parents involved with any changes have been informed. 
 

WINTER BREAK 
It only leaves me now to wish all of our families a very merry Christmas and we look forward to seeing all of our 
pupils back in class on Tuesday 4th January (Monday 3rd is a national bank holiday).  I hope you enjoy seeing our 
festive activities that are on the newsletter and please visit our website where our new school statement is        
displayed… 
 

Enabling communication, independence and enjoyment for life. 
 
Brian 
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A Happy Chr is tmas to  you al l  F rom Severndale  

 
Severndale ‘s last day in school before Christmas has started  with the students being 
serenaded by Gareth and Daniel, singing Christmas Carols to the students on their 
arrival. We have had parent events in the lower hall with P13 and P14 enjoying a car-
ousel of activities for the parents to see.  There have been wonderful wreaths around 
the school  created by the students.   

 

P8 a t  Chr is tmas  
P8 have been making cookies, Christmas decorations 
and they really enjoyed their Christmas dinners. They 
have had a very festive time in class.. 



F3’s  Chr is tmas Decora t ions and Act ivi t ies  

F3 have been busy exploring using clay and different materials for their 
Christmas Decorations, they have made them from scratch and they 
look amazing!! They also made Christmas inspired flower                  
arrangements for the Formal German Market. Before starting this  
project they learned about Germany, their culture and their weather 
to help inspire them to make amazing arrangement! They also made 
gnomes from clay and painted them, we have some very talented   
students! Well Done F3 for all your hard work.  
 

 

Making Chr is tmas Trees  in F4  
 
F4 have been using their D&T skills to make their 
Christmas tree decorations. They hammered nails 
into their pieces of wood, then used different       
coloured thread to make their Christmas trees. 



EYFS Chr is tmas Joy  

Our early years department have been busy making decorations and  
having their Christmas dinners with party hats and crackers. There was 
lots of glitter, sparkles and happy faces everywhere! 

 
 



Kooth Help and Suppor t  

 

 



Mor r isons’  Chr is tmas Br eakfas t  
 

Sixth Form students were delighted to find that tables had been 
laid up with crackers, napkins and table cloths for them when they 
visited Morrisons’ for their Christmas breakfast. They enjoyed their 
visit and the food was wonderful as well. 

FOS Fundrais ing and Meet  Up  

 
FOS has been kindly continuing their fundraising this 
term. They had a Charity Golf Day in September which 
has enabled the creation of an outdoor classroom on 
the Middle School playground, and the improvement 
of an existing playground structure in Lower school. 
They have also been funding a variety of Christmas  
activities in school this week.  
 
FOS are organising a Severndale parent / carers meet 
up for a coffee at Stop, the coffee Shop on the town 
side of Greyfriars Bridge at 10:00am on Wednesday 
19th January. FOS have said that they will buy a round 
of coffees! If the weather is good they are planning to 
go for a walk in the Quarry, if that’s what people would 
like to do; otherwise it will be just meeting there and 
having a coffee and a chat. If there is an appetite for it, 
they will organise them more regularly.  
 
We’ll look forward to seeing photos of the meet up 
and future events that happen.  Watch this space for 
what’s coming up next with FOS. 

S1’s  Chr is tmas Tr ees  

 
S1’s Christmas 
trees have had a 
make over with 
antlers and a lot of 
sparkle, they have 
also been busy 
making Christmas 
trees as well! 
 



 
Fu tur es  Chr is tmas Vi l lage  
 

This half term, for their        
independent project  Futures 
students have been working 
on a collaborative project to 
design and build a miniature 
Christmas village.  They have 
put a lot of thought and    
ideas into creating a festive 
wonderland for the foyer  
area for everyone to enjoy.  
They have used all their D&T, 
artistic and design skills to 
create the village.  Well done 
to all the students at            
Futures! 
 

Peer  Mentee Get  Together  
 
The peer mentees had an end of term Christmas festive 
game of Monopoly with the Pastoral Team whilst     
consuming festive food and drink.  They celebrated the 
end of a busy half term, where all the mentees       
alongside their mentors, have made positive               
contributions and learnt the power of listening and  
talking, being considerate of one another and             
demonstrated excellent social skills in a group setting.  
Well done everyone! 

 

S5’s  Chr is tmas Dinner  

 
 
S5 enjoyed their 
Christmas dinner, 
especially pulling 
the crackers and 
joining in with their 
friends eating   
cupcakes. 
 



P13/P14 Joint  Event  for  Parents  

 
P13 and P14 had a joint event for parents, but they have also been 
busy putting up trees and making snowmen! 

 

The Hub Enjoy Chr is tmas  
 

Sensory activities have been taking place in The 
Hub, watching, listening and enjoying the      
musical Christmas Trees and Snowmen. Others 
have been painting decorations and making  
calendars, using finger painting and choosing 
different colours. 

Booster  Help & PACC 
Newsle t te r  L ink  

 
Shropshire Council are putting on a special 
transport offer for vulnerable people who 
cannot otherwise get to their booster 
vaccination centre, the telephone num-
ber for this is 0345 678 9028 (Shropshire 
Council customer services).   
  
Shropshire PACC have a Christmas      
newsletter out, linked on our website: 
 
http://www.paccshropshire.org.uk/pacc-
newsletter-christmas-21 
  

http://www.paccshropshire.org.uk/pacc-newsletter-christmas-21
http://www.paccshropshire.org.uk/pacc-newsletter-christmas-21


 

 



What’s happening this term! 
 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE 
Bank Holiday Monday 3 January 2021 
First Day of term Tuesday 4 January  2022 
Last Day of half term Friday 18 February 2022 
First Day after half term Monday  28  February 2022 

Contact us on:  
maria.whittaker@severndaleacademy.co.uk 
01743 563287 

 
Our  New Webs i te  
 
Take a look at our new website at: 
 
www.severndaleacademy.co.uk 
 
We are adding new information every 
week 

The Chr is tmas House  

 
The students have been popping into the admin office to see our musical Christmas House.  They all love winding 
it up, listening to the music and watching  Father Christmas and his friends move around.  We have enjoyed seeing 
them all as well, it has made us feel very festive. 

 
 
 

http://www.severndaleacademy.co.uk

