
P r i n c i p a l ' s  M e s s a g e  
 

 

 

Good afternoon to all of our families, 

 

Who can believe that December is here already?  We are just getting ready to put up our 
school Christmas trees but unfortunately once again we are unable to put on ‘in school’  
performances and activities for parents to attend.  I am sure you are aware that Shropshire 
had one of the highest increases in Covid last week and we have also seen an increase in 
positive cases at school.  This is also impacting on staff and combined with the annual flu 
and sickness bug season our pupil and staff attendance is lower than usual.  I have attached 

a letter from Tanya Miles (executive director of people for Shropshire Council) that outlines that different schools 
are taking different approaches regarding Covid.  In our case though we need to be extra careful to the increased 
vulnerability of our pupil population and so I would like to continue with the measures that we have in place at 
present. 

 

The good news is that many of our staff have received the booster vaccination and many more are booked in to 
receive it soon. 

 

PARENT COMMUNICATION WORKING GROUP 

Last week I said that I would inform parents about the next stage of our working group for communication and I 
am pleased to announce that those parents who have expressed an interest will receive an email invitation from 
Gareth Smith next week.  This email will invite you to a ‘teams meeting’ where we will share some ideas of       
suggestions regarding communication.  We will then ask for your ideas / suggestions about communication and 
then ask you to trial some of the options. 

 

SCHOOL VISION AND KEY WORDS 

We are currently in the process of consulting with staff to identify a new vision statement for the school and I 
have asked staff to identify 3 key words that summarise our expectations and aspirations for what our curriculum 
should aim to achieve.  So far we have words such as ‘independent, confident and good communicators’ as      
favourites but I wanted to give parents the opportunity to share your thoughts regarding this.  I have attached a 
simple link below that will take less than 30 seconds to complete where you can record your 3- 5 words that 
matter to you.  We will then combine all answers and take the best to form our new vision statement.   

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RjjL-
A4ShkSG9BbiNQP_MB6IcHqwnjxAldaHRl701LdUMDdNN1BOTFpEUlRMVEdTOUk1UE1BVlRDVS4u 

 

As usual, please have a lovely weekend and take some time to look at some of the excellent work that has been 
happening this week… 

 

Brian  
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S10 Inspi r ed by Andy Goldswor thy  

 
This week S10 collected leaves in the 
gardens to use to create Andy 
Goldsworthy inspired art . They really 
enjoyed collecting the leaves, throwing 
them up in the air and kicking them 
about before collecting them for their 
artwork pieces.  As you can see they 
made an amazing job. 

Peer  Mentor  Upda te  
 
We have another peer mentor who has proudly passed his 
qualification, once again we are so amazed by the work that 
he put into gaining his qualification.  He said “For me so far 
the peer    mentoring has been a great experience. Being 
able to understand how to help students at Severndale, 
while they are learning I have learnt a few things too.”        
 
This week the Peer Mentors met a couple of their mentees 
for the first time.  They got to know each other and the  
Mentors used their listening skills to  remember what their 
mentees likes and dislikes were to get to know them better.  
Watch this space to see what they all achieve next. 



Norman the Tor toise  Needs a Chr is tmas Foster  Home  
 
As you may already know, we are fortunate enough at Severndale to have a fantastic tortoise (Norman) who our 
students care for and nurture during the school term. This provides wonderful learning opportunities and is a great 

motivator for our students. However, as we enter the Christmas holidays, 
we are calling on the   
families of our students 
and staff, to offer any   
support for this project by 
volunteering to look 
after Norman for the two 
weeks over the holidays. 
Your help would be       
incredibly supportive and 
contribute to this exciting 
opportunity for our       
students.   
 
Norman and all his    
equipment will be         
delivered by Severndale 
staff at a time to suit you. 

There will be no cost or transportation required by families. We 
have a care guide, resources and videos which provide information 
on Norman’s care, which will be shared with the host family prior 
to his arrival. We know that this will be a positive experience for 
anyone that chooses to look after Norman over the holidays!   
 
If you would like to offer your support in this way, please contact 
Laurence Riley by email at  
 
Laurence.Riley@severndaleacademy.co.uk.   
Information videos around Norman can be found at:   
 
https://www.youtube.com/c/SeverndaleYouTube/videos 



Student  Meets  her  Hero  

One of our Formal students met her hero last weekend!  Jasmin loves to read Author and comedienne Rosie Jones 
books.  Rosie was performing at Whitchurch Civic hall and Jasmin’s parents contacted 
her tour company to see if she could meet up with her. To their delight Rosie kindly 
came to Whitchurch two hours early just to meet up with Jasmin.    Mum said “Jasmin 
has some exciting news to share with the class, she got to meet her hero over the   
weekend, comedienne and Author Rosie Jones! She spent an hour chatting away like 
best friends, they talked about how they both have cerebral palsy and the challenges it 
can bring, She signed Jasmin’s book and gave her a cuddle.” We are so please for Jasmin 
this is amazing news. 

SF2 Road Safe ty  

 
Sixth form students have been brushing up on their road safety skills 
this week, crossing the road in a safe manner and being aware of any 
hazards around them. Also ensuring that their friends cross safely as 
well. They walked all the way to Morrisons and use different ways to 
cross the road including the pedestrian crossing, and waited for the 
green man before crossing. They all enjoyed their walk and safety   
session. 

 
 



Duke of  Edinburgh a t  Severndale@Mary Webb  
 
Severndale are very proud to announce that several of our DofE      
students have been awarded their Bronze certificates and badges.  
They have worked hard to gain their qualifications undertaking skills 
including cooking, walking, navigating, map reading and leading.  We 
have also more students working towards their Bronze award and 
we’ll keep you posted as to how they get on.  A big well done to all the 
students taking part. 



Futur es  Independent  L iving  

 
This week at Futures as part of the 
independent living lesson the   
students have been catching the 
bus to town to do their shopping. 
They also had some  refreshments 
in a café.  They enjoyed their visit 
out and it is hopefully the start of 
many more visits to come. 

Sensory Story T ime in  the 
Hub  

 
This weeks sensory story in The Hub was The  
Turtle and The Monkey they enjoyed the water 
and the animals and the sounds that they made. 
 
 

Recycl ing Projec ts  in  Formal  

 
F5 have been looking at how climate change affects us all 
and all the different ways we can make a difference to help.  
They looked at how plastics in the ocean affects all the      
animals and this really resonated with them the most.  They 
made a collage to show how they saw what was happening. 

 
 



Engl ish and Ma ths Ski l l s  

 
F2 and S12 have been working on and concentrating on their writing skills 
this week. Some have been looking at new words and how we use them.  
Others have been looking at writing instructions. Some have been writing 
sentences.   
 
F7 have also been undertaking the Third Space Learning maths sessions with 
their own personal tutors to guide them.  They have all been working really 
hard. Well done everyone!! 

 
 



What’s happening this term! 

Hanukkah 28 November to 6 December 2021 
Last Day of term Friday 17 December 2021 
Bank Holiday Monday 3 January 2021 
First Day of term Tuesday 4 January  2022 

Contact us on:  
maria.whittaker@severndaleacademy.co.uk 
01743 563287 

 
Our  New Webs i te  
 
Take a look at our new website at: 
 
www.severndaleacademy.co.uk 
 
We are adding new information every 
week 

S11 Chr is tmas Enterpr ise  

 
Students in S11 have started a Christmas Enterprise making Christmas inspired box frames. They have chose a  
business name “S11 Presents”.  They have split the jobs that need to be done between the class and they have 
even chosen their own logo. If you want to order a Christmas box frame then get in touch!  
 

 

http://www.severndaleacademy.co.uk

